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SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT'S STATEMENT ON ECUADORIAN REACTION 
TO YOUR SPEECH 

1. ON HEELS OF ECUADORIAN REACTION TO YOUR HOUSTON SPEECH 
WE INSPIRED A STORY BY UPI QUOTING STATE DEPARTMENT 
OFEICIALS THAT THE SPEECH WAS NOT ACCUSATORY AND WAS 
INTENDED TO BE CONCILIATORY AND HELPFUL. 

2. UPI WHICH IS THE MAJOR WIRE SERVICE IN LATIN AMERICA 
CARRIED THE STORY AS IF IT WERE A REPLY TO A QUERY FROM 
THE WIRE SERVICE TO US. THE STORY RECEIVED PROMINENT 
PLAY TODAY IN VENEZUELA, MEXICO AND ECUADOR. UPI CARRIED 
THE FULL TEXT OF OUR STATEMENT WHICH EOLLOWS: 

3. "THE SPEECH WAS INTENDED TO UNDERLINE OUR CONTINUING 
STRONG INTEREST IN LATIN AMERICA AND TO EXPRESS OUR 
APPROACH TO INTER- AMERICAN RELATIONS IN ADVANCE OE THE 
SECRETARY'S VISIT. THE PURPOSE WAS TO BE CONCILIATORY 
AND HELPFUL. THE SPEECH WAS A CALL TO ELEVATED, RESPONSI- 
BLE DIALOGUE ON HEMISPHERIC ISSUES. IT ATTEMPTED TO POINT 
OUT WHAT BOTH THE U.S. AND LATIN AMERICA NEED TO DO TO 
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DID NOT POINT AN ACCUSATORY FINGER AT ANYONE. 

4. "AS ECUADOR IS AWARE, WE OPPOSE RESTRICTIONS IN THE 
TRADE ACT, SUCH AS THE OPEC INELIGIBILITY PROVISION, AND 
THE SECRETARY USED THE SPEECH PUBLICLY TO EXPRESS THE 
ADMINISTRATION'S SUPPORT FOR ITS MODIFICATIONS." INGERSOLL 
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